
ALISON HENRY DESIGN STUDIO —  
THE PERFECT PIED-À-TERRE 

IN HOLLAND PARK  

ALISON HENRY DESIGN STUDIO was thrilled to be asked to design this family pied-à-terre on a wonderfully quiet 
and secluded street in Holland Park, London. The property already had fantastic features - situated at the end of a 
row of homes with plenty of windows and light on all three sides, and views out over a beautiful private garden 
square - and so we focused on optimising the interiors for the client’s specific needs. 

Together, we developed a brief to upgrade the property to fit her lifestyle as she travels extensively and her 
children are now grown up and either away at University or working abroad. The client wanted to harness the 
house’s lightness and brightness and highlight one of its key winning features: direct access to the expansive 
private communal gardens. 

The goal was to make this house a perfect fit for her love of entertaining family and friends for birthdays, special 
occasions and holidays both American & British.

Kitchen/Dining Rooms are an Alison Henry Design staple and with the owner’s proclivity for entertaining, this 
became a major focus of the renovation project. This particular kitchen has a lovely connection to the outdoors 
as it opens out into a courtyard garden with seating around a gas fireplace.  



Behind it sprawls the rather spectacular private garden square full of ancient and enormous trees. We emphasized 
its existing architectural dons by opening up the space even more with floor to ceiling Crittall doors and windows.  

We also connected through to the gym and utility room area which serves as an area for caterers to set up with 
direct access to the courtyard area.

When entering the lower ground floor, the first thing to catch the eye is the custom Italian designed dining table 
situated in a veritable lightbox of the aforementioned Crittall windows. We further enhanced the feeling of space 
and light by finishing the entire wall leading out into the courtyard garden with an antique mirror finish, custom 
designed with master craftsman Rupert Bevan, adding texture and a sense of glamour to the dining area.

The kitchen, designed in collaboration with Smallbone, meanwhile, is very much purpose built for entertaining 
both formal and informal, with the extra large kitchen island as a focal point, and the rest of the space kept 
clean and minimalistic with plenty of cupboard storage. The butler’s pantry adds quite a bit of storage and 
doubles as a service kitchen, while the custom built breakfast bar conceals everyday equipment and tea/coffee 
paraphernalia. 

We chose Antolini Calacatta, which is a porcelain marble for the countertops and the large backsplash — 
contrasting these textures with the warmth of hand painted finishes in a matching Little Greene paint colour for 
the timber cabinetry with walnut interiors. 



The flooring is a Mandarin Stone porcelain timber parquet finish which is not only practical but adds some more 
warmth to the overall design. The colour also visually extends outside where there are honed limestone slabs. 
 
The overall design is a play on materials, textures and tones in the architectural finishes as well as the furniture 
and fabrics. The entire lower ground floor is made for entertaining and full of practical features, and designed 
with low maintenance, readily available materials. Meanwhile the mix of warm textures and finishes and the 
work we did to highlight the client’s fabulous Art collection make the space feel personal and welcoming.

For more information on Alison Henry Design Studio and its portfolio of exceptional projects,  
please visit www.alisonhenry.com

E: press@alisonhenry.com | T: +44 (0)20 7823 4620

“I love creating elegant, beautiful and functional  
living spaces for my clients.” - ALISON HENRY



ABOUT ALISON HENRY 
Alison Henry is an interior architect and furniture designer renowned for her 
ability to create spaces tailored to the needs of the modern family while invoking 

a sense of grandeur and timelessness. Whether crafting interiors for homes, hotels, 
or luxury yachts, Alison specialises in designing spaces that seamlessly integrate 
with their architectural surroundings and withstand the test of time.

Born in New Zealand, Alison spent much of her childhood in Asia, fostering a 
worldly perspective that informs her work. Her extensive travels between Europe, 
Asia, New Zealand, and the US have enriched her design sensibilities and 
provided her with a diverse cultural understanding.

Alison gained prominence while working at Richmond International, where 
she contributed to major hotel projects, including the refurbishment of iconic 

establishments such as the Dorchester Hotel in London and the Peninsula Hotel in Hong Kong. During her tenure, 
Alison played a pivotal role in establishing the company’s presence in Hong Kong.

In 1992, Alison established her eponymous design studio, Alison Henry Design, in Hong Kong. Since then, she 
has continued to work with the Peninsula Hotel and undertaken prestigious hospitality and residential projects 
worldwide. Notable endeavours include the design of Michael Kors’ Celine retail stores in Hong Kong, the re- 
imagining of the Mandarin Oriental Hotel, and the creation of bespoke interiors for private yachts. Additionally, 
her line of furnishings and accessories reflects her distinctive aesthetic and commitment to quality craftsmanship. 
Over the years she has become known for creating interiors that are not just luxurious and aspirational but 
comfortable and inviting to one and all.

Having relocated her practice to Belgravia, London, Alison now focuses on serving residential clients locally 
and internationally. Whether it’s a short consultancy on the perfect space optimisation or a full-period home 
refurbishment that begins with knocking down walls and ends with appointing bespoke furnishings, Alison’s 
wealth of experience ensures a seamless and efficient process for her clients. Drawing upon her extensive 
network of suppliers and artisans cultivated over years of global travel, Alison consistently delivers bespoke 
solutions tailored to her client’s unique needs. If a desired element cannot be found, Alison is known to design 
and produce it herself, including her signature line of scents and home accessories.

The hallmark of Alison Henry’s designs lies in her bold yet playful approach to scale, coupled with a deep 
respect for original architecture and meticulous attention to detail. Her work is characterized by a fusion of 
historical and cultural influences, seamlessly integrated with the practical considerations of daily life, resulting in 
spaces that are both luxurious and inviting.

Alison Henry Design has garnered acclaim from leading publications such as HOUSE & GARDEN, HOMES & 
GARDENS, NZ HOUSE & GARDEN, HOW TO SPEND IT, ANDREW MARTIN, DESIGN ET AL, ARCHITECTURAL 
DIGEST, ELLE DECORATION, THE TIMES, COUNTRY LIFE, PERIOD LIVING, VOGUE, and TATLER, further 
cementing Alison’s reputation as a visionary in the field of interior design.

For more information on Alison Henry Design Studio and its portfolio of exceptional projects,  
please visit www.alisonhenry.com

E: press@alisonhenry.com | T: +44 (0)20 7823 4620


