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THE OLD FARM 

Alison Henry Design was established in Hong Kong in 1992. Alison has since settled her practice in a 
design and consultancy studio in Belgravia, London. An interior architect and furniture designer, Alison 
is known for interiors that cater to the needs of the modern family while invoking a sense of grandeur 
and timelessness. Whether it’s a home, hotel or a luxury yacht, Alison creates liveable spaces that 
speak to the architecture they inhabit and are made to stand the test of time.  

Alison Henry Design undertook the reconfiguration and complete renovation of a Cotswold 
farmhouse, a true period property with a core dating back to the 16th Century. The client who was 
based overseas, wanted to create a family home in the UK for extended family to gather for 
celebrations and special occasions. Surprisingly, the farmhouse was not listed and had not had any 
work done for some time. The main goal was to return the building to its original period while 
respectfully reconfiguring the property to suit a modern family.  

The initial brief was to create larger entertainment rooms on the ground floor, a drawing room, a 
family room, kitchen/family dining, a formal dining room, a kids playroom, utility room and 
accommodate as many bedrooms with ensuites as possible on the first floor. The difficult task of 
linking two sides of the building at first floor level was sensitively achieved by connecting the various 
parts of the house by adding two staircases and mezzanine levels. 
 
Alison worked to preserve and expose as many of the building’s original architectural features as 
possible such as fireplaces, stonework and beams demonstrating the authenticity and heritage of the 
house. Heritage pieces uncovered during the renovation inspired many of the design decisions. 
Finishes, samples and fittings were sourced from reclamation yards, and local craftsmen 
commissioned to achieve traditional finishes. Pale walls and English oak panelling throughout 
established a handsome yet simple base for Alison to embellish in a historically sensitive manner.  
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To keep the farmhouse’s true spirit alive, she designed Arts & Crafts style windows and doors, had 
custom furniture built using local craftsmen, and sought out antique accessories nearby, staying true 
to the historic house’s roots. Adding personal details to the property was the final touch. In the Great 
Room, a family tree was carved into the stone archway and the family’s initials engraved into the 
wooden panelling above the fireplace.   
 
The country-style kitchen features a large hearth with an open chimney fireplace and modern 
appliances like a top of the range Aga, cleverly concealed by reclaimed wood. An oversize butcher’s 
block made by local craftsmen serves as a centrepiece, highlighting an impressive collection of antique 
copper pots and pans. With a backdrop as jaw dropping as the wine cellar, featuring an impressive 8 
vaults full of wine bottles, the dining room oozes grandeur and drama. Seating 12, it’s the perfect 
setting for wining and dining guests.  
 

 
In contrast, the bedrooms serve as calm, serene spaces outfitted in plush, ultra-comfortable 
furnishings in a soft colour palate and charming reclaimed wooden floors. These are timeless, elegant 
spaces complete with modern comforts such as roll top bathtubs in each ensuite bathroom. The piece 
de résistance, the master bedroom, is a stand-alone majestic space with a spectacular 4-poster bed,  
featuring a luxurious combination of textures — rich dark wood floors, velvet curtains, and an inky 
palette of blacks, creams and gold. 
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True to the property’s period, the surrounding landscaping includes gardens, a treehouse, dovecote, 
rose garden, extensive lawns and borders, tennis courts and an elegant stylish swimming pool. All of 
this is not without its modern luxuries, however. The outbuildings such as the stable block and cattle 
barn were converted into a spa and medieval style banqueting hall/shooting  lodge respectively. 
The savvy juxtaposition of old and new transform this period property into a contemporary family 
home, filled with character. 
 

 


