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ALISON HENRY

FOUNDER & CREATIVE DIRECTOR

ALISON HENRY DESIGN LTD

Alison Henry, a distinguished interior
architect and furniture designer, is
known for her ability to create modern
yet timeless living spaces that cater
to the needs of today’s families. Her
global perspective, cultivated through
a childhood spent in New Zealand,
Asia, Europe, and the U.S., has led to a
remarkable career. She began by working
on renowned hotel projects, including the
Dorchester Hoteland the Peninsula Hotel,
and later founded Alison Henry Design in
Hong Kong in 1992. Her portfolio boasts
high-end hospitality and residential
developments, as well as retail designs
for brands like Michael Kors’ Celine. Her
designs are characterised by a playful
approach to scale, a deep appreciation
for architectural heritage, meticulous
attention to detail, and a respect for
cultural influences. Based in London,
Alison’s consultancy studio focuses
on residential clients, offering tailored
solutions and bespoke furnishings.
She possesses a vast network of
suppliers and craftsmen, and if
necessary, she creates custom pieces
herself. Alison’s work strikes a balance
between luxury and comfort, making
her a respected figure in interior design.
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Please explain your job role briefly.
Founder & Creative Director of Alison Henry Design based in
London, UK.

What led you to pursue this career?

As a child, my family travelled extensively, and we lived in
various parts of the world. | was inspired and influenced by
the magical places, cultures, lifestyles, art, and fashion.

What have you done previously?

| have designed hotels such as the Peninsula in Hong Kong
and the Mandarin Oriental, as well as ultra-lux private
residences in the UK, France, USA, and across Asia.

Please explain a little of your career journey to get to this
point.

| started working in London on Grand Lux hotels
internationally for a hospitality design company before
setting up their Asian office in Hong Kong. After my work on
the design of The Peninsula Hotel and other projects in the
region, | established my own office working out of Hong Kong
specializing in the design of clubs and hotels. We quickly
expanded to work on residential developments & other
design projects including yachts before moving to London,
where | based the new Alison Henry Design studio.

What inspires you? Please explain in detail your creative
process:

Travel, Art, Architecture, Fashion — experiencing different
cultures and how people live. I've always incorporated a
playful sense of scale, a penchant for bold visual statement
such as oversized pieces, an eye for unique antiques and
objets d’art, and a wide array of custom designs and finishes
— all of these are my signatures. | have a deep respect

for the original architecture, attention to fine detail, and a
reverence for historical and cultural influences. All of this,
combined with my architectural design experience, makes
for interiors that speak to the buildings they inhabit while
remaining fresh, comfortable, and inviting for modern,
everyday living. During my travels, | was able to curate a
contact list of suppliers and craftsmen whom | can call on for
custom pieces. If | can’t find what we need, | will design and
create bespoke items for my clients.

Where do you feel design is moving in a directional sense, in
your sector:

In this climate, people are looking to invest in property and
are designing long-term homes that will stand the test of
time, including sustainable and high-quality materials. |
think an instinctive understanding of the daily lives and
practicalities of my clients is the key to making a true home.

We tend not to look at “trends” as such at the top end of the
market and focus on design with some longevity, but what
do you think our key trends/ideas or must-haves for the
coming year?

| feel design is becoming more about projecting the
individual personalities and desires of how the client sees
their life, now and in the future — and less about following
trends. | have always said “design once, well” as it lasts
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the test of time rather than a quick fix. These days we think
about sustainability in all our designs from the start —
buying items and collectibles with longevity that can be kept,
built on, and added to in the future.

What is your one recommendation for 2024?

My recommendation for 2024 would be “Less is more”. Once
you have created the architectural space, this is the canvas
you can build on and curate your own personal collection.
Over time, you can add further layers with collectibles from
personal experience and travels.

What are you currently working on?

We are currently working on several residential projects in
the UK and completing a very contemporary project. We are
also consulting on new developments including a historic
build.

Does your work challenge you right now? Please explain a
little more about this:

I am always looking for new opportunities that excite and
inspire — whether it’s the style of architecture, location,

or the client and their interests and how we can interpret
their requirements. And of course always looking for new
materials and products.

Tell us a little more about yourself: where you live, what you
like to do, how to you relax?

I live in London and have four girls plus three dogs — so we
have a busy home — which is often full of friends and family.
We love to cook, entertain, and be together — sharing and
creating memories. Spending time outdoors and playing
sports is also a big part of our family life.

Do you manage to achieve a work/life balance? If so, please
tell us how you manage to achieve this:

I have always worked, so juggling the various requirements
of work and family life seem normal to me. My diary is always
very full of school, family, and work commitments, and |
wouldn’t have it any other way.

What are your aims and ambitions for the forthcoming year
and beyond?

My aim and ambition for this coming year is to further
develop the Alison Henry brand with a view to looking at
creating further collaborations in the future with artisans
and manufacturers around the world.
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