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MODERN MOVES

Using similar tones for the worktops and cabinetry provides a modern, modular look that’s particularly effective 
with a handleless design like Roundhouse’s Urbo range. ‘Most homeowners appreciate the benefits  

of testing paint colours in location but, with whites, it is crucial as they can be altered beyond recognition by light 
and shadow,’ says Ben Hawkswell, senior designer at Roundhouse. ‘Here on the cabinets we used Hardwick White 

by Farrow & Ball, which is a clean off-white that can look like a traditional grey in some lights. But it has chalky 
undertones that, in a sun-filled room like this, appear much brighter and more contemporary.’

The Urbo kitchen, from £30,000, Roundhouse Design. Walter pendant lights in brass and anthracite, £395 
each, Holloways of Ludlow. Mater high stools in dark stained oak and black leather, £822 each, Nest
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Bespoke kitchen, from £95,000, Officine Gullo. Project by Alison Henry Design Studio  →

MIX IN METAL

A bright metallic trim brings a touch of glamour to this crisp white kitchen belonging to interior 
designer Alison Henry. ‘I wanted a kitchen that would look and feel like a glamorous space for 

entertaining guests – the brushed nickel looks so pretty when lit up at night and lifts the matt white 
finish on the stainless steel cabinets by day,’ she says. When combining white with metallic finishes in 
the kitchen, avoid golden tones like brass or copper, which cast a yellowy tinge. Instead, follow Alison’s 
lead and opt for brushed nickel, which shares white’s cool undertones and boasts an elegant quality.
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SET THE SCENE

A plain white backdrop will bring interesting 
materials into sharp relief. The striking grain  

of natural elm wood on this island really stands 
proud against the crisp white units behind. 
‘White alone can look a touch stark. Pairing  

wood with white cabinetry brings warmth to this 
scheme, alongside texture and depth,’ explains 
Pluck’s co-founder Leila Touwen. ‘The warm 

timber also accentuates the subtle undertones 
that exist in all whites.’ It’s worth understanding 

how undertones work before committing to a 
white kitchen. Cool whites have hints of blue 

undertone, while warm whites have more  
yellow. Use this intel to help coordinate other 
materials and colours on your mood board. 

A bespoke kitchen in laminate and wood  
starts from £15,000, Pluck. Opaline Parisian 

Globe pendants, from £650, Pure White Lines. 
For similar bar stools try Adam Stool R031, 

£280, Design & That

Modulnova’s FLY kitchen in Bianco Snow,  
from £25,000, DesignSpace London

SEE THE LIGHT

White kitchens continue to be hugely favoured, 
despite notions that they can be too clinical  
for a home environment. ‘There are many  

ways to “warm up” the design, one of which  
is to consider the quality of artificial lighting  

in the room,’ says Richard Atkins, design  
director, DesignSpace London. ‘Cool white  
LED lighting can have a blue appearance  
when shone on a white surface, making it  

appear cold and uninviting. We always 
recommend warm or neutral white LEDs 
integrated in and around the cabinetry to  

enrich white surfaces and create definition.’
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KEEP IT CLASSICAL

Beautiful craftsmanship and simple lines are the hallmarks of a traditional white kitchen. ‘White has become a 
popular choice for classical designs. It makes cabinetry look very crisp and sophisticated and the space feels 

instantly brighter yet also very calming,’ says Stephanie Dedes, design and marketing manager at Charles Yorke’s 
Pirbright showroom. The pale tones of this kitchen, painted in Farrow & Ball’s Cornforth White, are broken up 

and softened with elegant details such as brushed aged brass handles and warm grey veining in the worktop and 
splashbacks. Mirrored strips punctuate the panelling for a subtle touch of glamour. 

The Lyon kitchen collection, from £30,000, Charles Yorke &
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