Transforms Historic Belgravia Property into a Modern Marvel

lison Henry

Design Studio

unveils its latest

triumph, a stunning
transformation of a historic
London Georgian Villa and
corresponding Mews House,
situated in the prestigious
neighbourhood of Belgravia.
Today, the estate stands as a
beacon of timeless luxury and
contemporary sophistication,
earning some fanfare in 2023
after its restoration for being the
second most expensive property
in the neighbourhood.

Led by Alison Henry, renowned
for her visionary approach
to interior architecture, the
project breathed new life into
the once tired and outdated
estate. Despite facing challenges
such as planning hurdles and
preservation orders, the studio’s
unwavering commitment to
excellence prevailed, culminating in
the completion of this spectacular
project in summer 2021.

From the grand drawing room
with its lush and enchanting garden
views to the show-stopping, glass
encapsulated kitchen, this home brings the outdoors in while exuding
opulence and refinement.

The heart of the home, the kitchen features a collaboration
between Alison Henry and kitchen designer Officine Gullo. The
entire space is encapsulated in a double-height Crittal window and
roof reminiscent of a palatial orangery, adorned with lush climbers
and antique urns filled with camellia.

Another notable highlight is the master en suite, which emanates
a warm and airy ambiance thanks to its glass roof which floods the
space with natural light and has a captivating glass-box effect.

“We are incredibly proud of the transformation of this historic
Belgravia property. Our goal was to honour its heritage while
bringing it into the 21st century, creating a home that is both elegant
and functional.”

Complementing the interiors, the garden serves as a seamless
extension of the home, offering a serene retreat for relaxation and
entertainment. Boasting classical metal furniture, a cozy lounge area
around a carved gas fireplace, and an Officine Gullo X Alison Henry

grandeur

design.”
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of elegance and

into every space |

“l work in a sense

Design barbecue setup, the garden mirrors Alison’s signature
style with whitewashed walls and large hand-cut mirrors,
creating a cohesive and inviting outdoor space.

The Mews House, blending contemporary design
elements with Georgian architecture, features a restored
staircase rescued from the original main house. Throughout
the meticulous restoration process, Alison Henry Design Studio
remained committed to preserving the property’s historic charm
while infusing it with modern amenities.

“Bringing the outside in creates a calm, naturally beautiful, and
nurturing elegant space.” Timeless design is behind everything
I have done in my career. I believe in designing well, and with
passion. This ideology has carried me from hotel and house project
to boat and product design”. - Alison Henry

ABOUT ALUSON HENRY

Alison Henry is an interior architect and furniture designer renowned
for her ability to create spaces tailored to the needs of the modern
family while invoking a sense of grandeur and timelessness.
Whether crafting interiors for homes, hotels, or luxury yachts, Alison
specialises in designing spaces that seamlessly integrate with their
architectural surroundings and withstand the test of time.

Born in New Zealand, Alison spent much of her childhood in Asia,
fostering a worldly perspective that informs her work. Her extensive

g
e

travels between Europe, Asia, New Zealand,
and the US have enriched her design
sensibilities and provided her with a diverse
cultural understanding. Alison gained
prominence while working at Richmond
International, where she contributed to major
hotel projects, including the refurbishment of
iconic establishments such as the Dorchester
Hotel in London and the Peninsula Hotel in
Hong Kong.

During her tenure, Alison played a pivotal
role in establishing the company’s presence
in Hong Kong.In 1992, Alison established
her eponymous design studio, Alison Henry
Design, in Hong Kong. Since then, she has
continued to work with the Peninsula Hotel
and undertaken prestigious hospitality and
residential projects worldwide. Notable
endeavors include the design of Michael
Kors’ Celine retail stores in Hong Kong,
the re-imagining of the Mandarin Oriental
Hotel, and the creation of bespoke interiors for private yachts.

Additionally, her line of furnishings and accessories reflects her
distinctive aesthetic and commitment to quality craftsmanship.

Over the years she has become known for creating interiors that
are not just luxurious and aspirational but comfortable and inviting
to one and all. Having relocated her practice to Belgravia, London,
Alison now focuses on serving residential clients locally and
internationally.

Whether it’s a short consultancy on the perfect space optimisation
or a full-period home refurbishment that begins with knocking
down walls and ends with appointing bespoke furnishings, Alison’s
wealth of experience ensures a seamless and efficient process for her
clients.Drawing upon her extensive network of suppliers and artisans
cultivated over years of global travel, Alison consistently delivers
bespoke solutions tailored to her client’s unique needs. If a desired
element cannot be found, Alison is known to design and produce it

herself, including her signature line of scents and home accessories
The hallmark of Alison Henry’s designs lies in her bold yet
playful approach to scale, coupled with a deep respect for original
architecture and meticulous attention to detail.

Her work is characterized by a fusion of historical and cultural
influences, seamlessly integrated with the practical considerations
of daily life, resulting in spaces that are both luxurious and inviting.
Alison Henry Design has garnered acclaim from leading publications
such as House & Garden, Homes & Gardens, NZ House & Garden,
How To Spend It, Andrew Martin, Design Et Al, Architectural Digest,
Elle Decoration, The Times, Country Life, Period Living, Vogue, and
Tatler, further cementing Alison’s reputation as a visionary in the
field of interior design.

OFFICINE GULLO x ALUSON HENRY

Alison Henry is a brand ambassador for Officine Gullo working
on project collaborations. Officine Gullo is an Italian
excellence in the production of luxury metal kitchens
both indoor and outdoor, bars, professional cooking
machines and kitchen accessories, born from the
enlightened vision and passion of it’s founder, Carmelo
supported today at the helm of the company by his three
sons Pietro, Andrea and Matteo. The Florentine company,
an expression of artisanal savoir-faire and technological
innovation, creates its creations
exclusively with noble metals
such as brass, copper and steel
and according to Florentine
artisan traditions. The result of
this approach is an aesthetic
in balance between the classic
and the contemporary, the most
authentic expression of a great
artisan culture.
alisonhenry.com
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